High Desert Pod

Minutes for Meeting, 24 September 2007

The monthly business meeting of the High Desert Pod (HDP) was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Greg Monger, Great Pepper, at the SSVEC Conference Room as scheduled.

Officers:  Greg Monger (Great Pepper), Kim Dunn (Chili Penny) and Ben Berry (Pepper Popper).  Jim Tomlin in attendance.   

Minutes:  The minutes were read over and Jim Tomlin motioned to approve them as written, Ben Berry 2nd and the motion passed. 

Committee Reports:

            

T-shirts:  To be sold at Christmas CO  

Communications:   Pay Patti Kunstman $230.40 for webpage.  Greg Monger has removed himself from helping with Super Bowl CO since he is not participating.  Cooks should contact Roland Regeon for information.  

Membership:  Kat Tomlin is working on the updated membership list

Unfinished Business:   Greg Monger and Ben Berry attended the Great Peppers Meeting in September, below is a short version of events.

    *The 4-Corners CO date has been changed to the 3rd weekend in July

    *Route 66 pod’s Tim Wasick was a no show for the 2nd year at the GP meeting and has lapsed as a Pod

    *Jim Ezelle suggested we have a new board position of CASI Historian and open a museum.

    *Terlingua will have new ATV restrictions starting in 2007; no off-roading, stay on trails, with speed limit enforced.  Penalties will be either confiscation of ATV or kicked off premises.  

    *Medics will be on site in Terlingua starting on Tuesday.

    *Please bring fire extinguishers to Terlingua, for safety due the closeness of the campsites

    * Old 320 Members need to allocate spots if they are not using them this year.  There will be 3 raffles for $100 during Saturday’s CO for cooks in the 320 area. 

    *Bill Pearsons stated that CASI raised over 1 million so far this year with is more than last year and $200,000 more than 2005.

    *Elections of officers – Ed Blair was re-elected for a 3 year term, Tim Collier, from Black Gold pod, was elected for a 3 year term, John Goforth was elected for a 3 year term and Ken Rod was a elected for a 2 year term.

    * The 2008 Great Pepper Meeting will be in Amarillo, Texas

    *Critical Issue is Membership, CASI currently has 1,654 members.  To get the big sponsorships we need to increase that number to at least 5,000 or better yet, 10,000. We need to start promoting new cooks.

    *Rule Change – To in able members to get their Terlingua Trails faster than they are mailed on bulk rate, you can now pay your CASI membership and also pay for a Subscription fee to have the Trails mailed first class.  

    *Possiblel rule change for 2008 for States requiring 12 points to qualify for Terlingua, will enable cooks that cook in 12 cookoffs to automatically qualify. 

    *Cooks Pots are legal as long as the only money going into the pots is from cooks.  If there is a sponsorship then the pots are illegal and can not be done. 

    *Bucky Seelig asked for more articles for the Terlingua Trails

    *Dorothy Williams has set up CIS, Chili Information System, so input results from chili cookoffs faster and more efficiently. 

   *Boomer has taped a 30 second announcement for the radio to advertise the Terlingua CO

    *CASI has asked all the pods to purchase 4lbs cans of Mexene off their website and give them away at CO.  Mexene Chili Powder is $20,000 sponsor

    *CASI’s new motto is CHILI, CHARITY AND FUN!

    *Cookoffs participation is up, Show is down and tasters are up for 2007

    *CASI gave $57,800 to charities last year

New Business: 

Ben Berry presented Greg Monger with a Great Pepper plaque for his 2006-2007 service to the HDP pod.  Ben also presented Jim Tomlin with a Turquoise Stallion in appreciation of his work as the coordinator of the HDP Scholarship funds. 

October 27, 2007 Cookoff at the Elk’s Lodge turn-in at 2pm.  Ben has everything set, free RV parking and cooks dinner on Friday night.  New member, Bill Heipel, from Southwest Home & Hearth, Inc., will be at the Elk’s CO cooking free samples for everyone.  Bill will also cook the brisket for the Christmas CO dinner.  

Roy Fisher has started collecting raffle gifts for the Christmas CO.  The list of business to request raffles prizes was split up.  

SSVEC will no longer be able to let us use the building for meetings.  Ben Berry is looking for some place else and will notify everyone.  

Welfair and Prosperity of the Pod:   

New scholarship forms our out and if you have a family member applying please have them notate on the form that they are related to a CASI cook, it will increase their chance of getting the scholarship. 

Jim Tomlin has completed physical therapy and is now walking without a cane.  Congrats!

Adjournment:  Jim Tomlin proposed and Ben Berry seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned 8:01 p.m.

Next Meeting:  October 22, 2007, place TBA.

Minutes prepared by Kim Dunn, Chili Penny

