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HARDCOPY TUMBLEWEED TO RESUME

Due to popular demand, we are going to revert to sending out hardcopy Tumbleweed Newsletters again.  Our experiment with emailing the newsletter didn’t work, so we’ll do it this way.  I have also resumed writing the newsletter, so be patient, as I’m a little rusty in writing.  For this particular newsletter, I won’t be able to include any photos, as my photo editor is on the blink, but hopefully soon, I’ll be able to post photos here too.  In the meantime, I hope you all will continue to gander at our website (www.highdesertpod.org) on occasion in order to see our pod in action (photos) and read up on other things that won’t necessarily be printed here.

Greg Monger, Great Pepper, HDP

GREAT PEPPERS MEETING 2006

On 9 September, I had the honor of representing our pod at the Great Peppers meeting held in Austin, Texas.  This was a fun event and it was good to see old friends there (and make a few new ones).  
For those that don’t know, this year was not a rules change year, however, one rule was agreed upon to be suspended for 2 years, pending a review at the end of those 2 years.  For the first time, at TICC only, there will be a new category of showmanship, 1 Person Show.  Now, there will be 3 categories of showmanship, Big Show (5 or more people), Small Show 
(2 – 4 people), and 1 Person Show.  
We also held 2 elections at the GP Meeting.  One was for 4 positions on the Board of Directors.  Elected to 3 year terms were Bucky Seelig (Terlingua Trials editor) and Bill Pierson (Tallymaster). Elected to 2 year terms were Jim Ezell (President) and Garner Albus (Treasurer).  A special election was also held to fill the remainder of the 1 year left on Chuck Taylor’s board seat.  Chuck left the board this year under circumstances that were not officially announced.  Bill Blair (Secretary) was elected to fill that empty seat for a 1 year term.
Two new pods were seated at this years GP meeting.  The Black Sheep of Texas Pod from Wichita Falls, TX was seated first.  Then, after some discussion, the Chili Heads Of Puerto Penasco Pod was seated.  On a sad note, Route 66 (Tim Wasick) asked CASI to allow Route 66 Pod to fold although Tim will continue to run the CASI cookoff at Quartsite, AZ.  

Other news from the GP Meeting included the announcement that CASI purchased 3 Automatic External Defibrillators for use at Rancho CASI de los Chisos.  This was universally acknowledged as a wise move considering the increasing age pool of CASI members attending TICC. The purchase of these AED’s came from sponsor money and Pod and individual contributions.

A new security company will be providing security at TICC this year, the company is owned by a deputy sheriff from Brewster County.  Additionally, several large maps will be posted around the ranch and security, EMS, fire personnel, etc. will be issued small maps to allow them easier knowledge of the ranch grounds.  Street signs will also be posted, although the board acknowledges that some will probably be stolen.  There is possibly going to be a “burn ban” out this year, due to the extreme fire danger posed by the large number of RV’s packed into such a small space.

Tennessee is now a 12 point state.  
CASI has purchased a trade show booth that folds into a carrying case to use at large events to try to increase knowledge and interest in our organization.

CASI has a new sponsor, Woodbridge Wine by Robert Mondavi.  Mondavi has taken the California State Chili Championship (previously run by ICS) and turned it into a strictly CASI event.  They also contributed $10,000 to CASI.

Jim Ezell reports that he wants to spread money, goods and products to cookoffs outside of TICC.  I hope to contact him soon and see if he’ll contribute something to the Sonoran Desert Intl. Open CCO we run down in Rocky Point, MX.

Bucky Seelig, the Terlingua Trails editor, requests that cookoffs outside of Texas contribute news and photos.  Also, the October issue of the Trails will be a special 40th anniversary issue.  He hopes that from now on, each October’s issue will be a Terlingua oriented issue.

  This year in the concession area will be signs honoring all the corporate sponsors of CASI.
Hut Brown, the CASI scholarship program chairman says that students do not have to be straight “A” students in order to receive a scholarship from CASI, however, they must exhibit a “stick to it” attitude.

Jim Ezell announced that the student receiving the most points in the CASI scholarship selection would receive the “Hut and Jackie Brown CASI Scholarship”.  All in the crowd stood and applauded this announcement.

The Mexican Open CCO that has been held in Nuevo Laredo, MX has now been approved for a permanent move to Peidras Negras, MX due to the unrest occurring in Nuevo Laredo.

The Board of Directors is currently researching for a new type of corporate sponsor that would change how TICC winners would be rewarded.  The board would like to find a sponsor that would give the TICC winner a $25,000 cash prize.  In return, CASI would give that sponsor the right to use the CASI logo and information on the winner for that sponsor to use commercially in their product line.  Currently this is only in the research phase.

TICC this year will have special 40th anniversary pins and new lines of clothing for sale at the concession area.

A reminder was put out to bring toys for the kids in Terlingua to TICC.

The 2007 GP Meeting will be held in Tyler, TX (halfway between Dallas, TX and Shreveport, LA.  The 2008 GP Meeting will be held in Amarillo, TX.   

I hope I covered all the basic news from the GP Meeting.  If any of you have any questions concerning the GP Meeting, please ask me and I’ll happily give you any details that I am knowledgable of.

Greg Monger, Great Pepper, High Desert Pod

COOKOFF UPCOMINGS

October 28 – Elks Lodge, Sierra Vista, AZ.  Turn-in 2 p.m.  Come out the night before, Elks will have some sort of dinner for us.  Cook under the ramada, no canopies necessary.  Free RV hookups.  Come out and cook, we need your support.  POC is Ben Berry, 508-5159.

December 2 – Christmas Parade, Kmart parking lot, Sierra Vista, AZ.  Turn-in 12:30.  Cooks party the night before with brisket provided.  Breakfast potluck the next morning.  Contact Kat Tomlin for dinner item coordination, contact Greg Monger for breakfast item coordination.  BIG raffle.  POC is Greg Monger, 417-9948.

Rocky Point No. 1 – January 13…Rocky Point No. 2 January 14, 2007.  Fish Fry on Thursday the 11th, Cooks Party at Manny’s on Friday the 12th.  Intl Open CCO on the 13th – 1st thru 3rd Place chili Auto Qualify for TICC, 1st Place Show Auto Qualify for TICC.  POC is Ben Berry (bandtberry@cox.net) or Greg Monger 417-9948. 
BREWERY GULCH DAZE CCO

Even though it rained a little on us, we held a semi-successful cookoff in Brewery Gulch in Bisbee on 3 September.  Due to the rain, not much entertainment occurred, but we still managed to raise about $300 for the Bisbee Boys and Girls Club.  Winners are as follows:
Chili:

1st – Mike Strack, Sierra Vista

2d – Roy Fisher, Sierra Vista

3d – Greg Monger, Sierra Vista

4th – Russ Hite, Sierra Vista

5th – Kat Tomlin, Sierra Vista

6th – Paul Hetrick, Bisbee

7th – Ben Berry, Sierra Vista

8th – John Johnson, Sierra Vista

9th – Patti Kunstman, Sierra Vista

10th – Jim Tomlin, Sierra Vista

Show:

1st – Paul Hetrick, Pablo’s Chili, Bisbee

2d – Tom Wheeler, Homeless Chili, Bisbee

3d – Patti Kunstman, Intimidator Chili, Sierra Vista

VIGILANTE DAYS, TOMBSTONE AZ CCO

Even thought the streets were muddy and the weather muggy, 24 cooks showed up in Tombstone to participate in the Vigilante Days CCO.  We had a pretty decent crowd of tasters and even had a visit by “Barney Fife” (a look-alike).   We raised $503 for the Vigilante Charities, and must thank them for another wonderful meal and door prize giveaway for the cooks.  Here’s the results:

Chili:

1st – Roy Fisher, Sierra Vista

2d – Mike Strack, Sierra Vista

3d – Sunny Fichtl, Sierra Vista

4th – Myrl Coultas, Tucson

5th – Tom Smith, Sierra Vista

6th – Carson Smith, Tucson

7th – John Banas, Queen Creek

8th – Patti Kunstman, Sierra Vista

9th – Ted Fichtl, Sierra Vista

10th – Bill Garbutt, Sierra Vista

Show:

1st – Red Hot Chili Chicks, Karen Banas, Queen Creek

2d – Voodoo Chili, Carson Smith, Tucson

3d – Hang’em High Chili, John Johnson, Sierra Vista

Chunks and Floaters

We need to know quickly about folks going to Rocky Point because we need help.  Folks, it’s a lot of work to put on these two cookoffs and YOU need to step up and participate.  We need folks to fry fish on Thursday, we need help with registration, we need table monitors and folks to tally at the cookoffs.  We need show judges too.  Ben is ramrodding this years events down there and so you can anticipate that he’ll be contacting you (or I will be) to see how you can help.
Christmas Parade CCO is just around the corner, and we need some help from folks on that too.  Primarily we need you to sign up for bringing potluck items to the dinner on Friday, and potluck items for the breakfast on Saturday.  When Ben and I contact you, try to let us know then what you can provide.  Also, rather than doing it all ourselves, we need you to help out on raffle prizes and cooks goody bad items too.  If you can contribute, or know some business that can, talk with them and then get in contact with either myself (Greg) or Guy Tennison.  We can provide a business with our tax id number for a charitable write-off on the business taxes.

Guy Tennison’s mother-in-law (Bonnie’s mother) passed away recently, please keep them in your thoughts.

Bill Garbutt recently had a health issue that sent him to the hospital for an overnight stay.  Please keep Bill in your thoughts also.

John Johnson qualified at Bisbee for TICC, but he wouldn’t allow anyone to pour beer on him as he just recently had his eye operated on.  Please shake his hand and ensure that he knows you are congratulating him.  

Others in the running for qualifying for TICC are Russ Hite and Roy Fisher.  Wish them luck at Columbus, N.M. this weekend.

Jackie Barta’s husband Lynn is in Iraq now working as a contractor.  Please keep Lynn and Jackie in your thoughts also.
Folks, we need new blood in our pod.  Our membership has dropped off and participation in cookoffs is getting smaller and smaller.  I challenge each of you to bring in a new member this year.  We also need to consider whether or not to continue some of our cookoffs.  We have been averaging 12+ cookoffs a year…and that is probably too many.  If you have suggestions as to how to increase our membership and what to do about the number of cookoffs, please let me know.

See you on the chili trail…..Greg  
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